To: Livestock and Seed Programs, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA
Stop 0249, Room 2092-S, Washington, DC 20250-0249
E-mail: foodsatetytechnology@usda.gov

Dear Livestock and Seed Programs: December, 2002
I am writing in response to your request on 11/22/02 for comments entitled "USDA requests

input regarding Farm Bill requirement on approved food safety technologies for use in
com:nodity purchase programs.” I strongly urge you NOT to permit irradiated food to be

served in the National School Lunch Program

I base my opposition on the following reasonﬁ:

- The most recent Farm Bill allows American [childrien to be 'guinea pigs' for irradiated food.
Irradiated food has not been proven safe to eat. It not only degrades the nutritional content of food,
but research has revealed a wide range of health problems in laboratory animals that ate irradiated
food including premature death, fatal internal bleeding, a rare form of cancer, stillbirths and other

reproductive problems, genetic damage, and o
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Your hasty approval of this new policy could |
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